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perialism and the landlords, now you attack Japan-
ese imperialism in particular, and any Chinese who
give it their acquiescence or support?"
"Yes. This is a change of policy to meet the im-
mediate objective situation. We want to co-operate
with all the genuinely anti-Japanese elements at
Nanking. We are prepared to make many concessions
in order to build up this united Anti-Japanese Front.
You know that the Chinese Soviet Government now
guarantees full religious freedom for all believers. We
guarantee protection for the lives, property, and trade
of all foreigners in China except the Japanese. We are
in favour of alliance with any friendly foreign nation
that is prepared to treat our country as an equal."
This was a more concrete version of the policy with
which we were already familiar. It had been explained
to me by a Communist spokesman in Sian as a change
of tactics rather than of policy—the phrase he used
was "Making use of the contradictions in your op-
ponents' policies." But what chances it might have
of success were not easy to foresee.
"What is your attitude towards this present situa-
tion?" I asked the young Red leader. "If a peaceful
settlement of the crisis in the North-west is im-
possible, will you fight Nanking again?"
"If it comes to fighting, of course the Red Army
will support the North-west. But we are very anxious
to avoid a civil war at this time. That is where the
Red Army policy differs from the so-called 'leftist'
policy of the younger Tungpei officers, who want to
fight unless Chang Hsueh-liang returns to Sian. Civil
war in China now would play into the hands of Japan.
We are strongly in favour of a peaceful settlement."
He was direct enough, though I could imagine the

